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10607 台北市大安區基隆路四段 43號 

No. 43, Keelung Road, Section 4, Taipei, Taiwan 

National Taiwan University of Science and Technology 

 2020 Summer Program 

 HIS 120 Introduction to World History  

Course Outline 

Term: June 22-July 17, 2020 

Class Hours: 13:00-15:30 (Monday through Friday) 

Course Code: HIS 120 

Instructor: Justin Rueb, PhD 

Home Institution: University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 

Office Hours: TBA 

Email: jrueb@uwsp.edu 

Credit: 4 

Class Hours: This course will have 72 class hours, including 40 lecture hours, 10 lecturer office 

hours, 10-hour TA discussion sessions, 2-hour review sessions, 10-hour extra classes. 

 

Course Description:  

This course is an introduction to Modern World History, which examines the last 500 years to 

develop a familiarity and understanding of the complexity of human affairs, and the way that a 

variety of economic, military, cultural, and political forces have interacted with 

individuals/societies through deliberate efforts to control and shape events. The course should 

enhance your means for interpreting and thinking critically about the historical events that shaped 

the Modern World. 
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Required Textbook:  

Bulliet, R, W., Crossley, P. K., Headrick, D. R., Hirsch, S. W., Johnson, L. L., & Northrup,  

D. N.  (2014).  The Earth and Its Peoples:  A Global History, 6th ed.  Volume II: Since 1500.  

Stamford, CT USA: Cengage Learning 

 
Grading & Evaluation: Course Structure and Policies 
Attendance - University Policy is that all students will attend class. Failure to attend class will 
result in missed DQs and missed information vital to all grading aspects of the course.   
Late turn-in policy - The policy for this unlikely event will be a 10% reduction in your score for 
each day the paper is late.  Any exceptional circumstances that may result in an unforeseen late 
submission (e.g., hospitalization, emergency absence) will be coordinated with your instructor. 
Missed exams may be rescheduled within two days of returning to class.  Papers are due when 
noted in the syllabus unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor. 
Cell Phones and Electronic Recording Devices - All cell phones are to be silenced.  Should a 
phone ring in class, I will be more than happy to answer that phone and talk to the caller.  
Anticipated emergency phone calls can be pre-arranged with the instructor, but the call must be 
answered outside of the classroom.  Electronic recording devices for recording lectures must be 
pre-approved by the instructor. 
Academic Honesty – If I suspect that a violation of academic honesty has occurred, I will pursue 
disciplinary sanction in accordance with NTUST policy. 
 
Course Evaluation 
Students will have many opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge of the course.  The course 
is comprised of 1000 points.  The course has 20 daily questions, 1 written paper, and 2 
examinations.  The exams will test student knowledge of the course material and will draw 
heavily from course discussion and the book. The written paper allows the students to critically 
analyzed a specific event in world history and its impact on the world.   
 
Classroom Attendance & Participation (CAP) Points (200 points) - CAP points account for 
20% of a student’s grade in the course. These points, awarded at the end of the semester, 
evaluates how well and how often a student participates in the class or provides items of interest 
to the instructor that can assist in another student’s learning. These points may also come from 
pop quizzes or unlisted outside assignments. Active oral participation is essential to do well in 
this portion of the grading. Should students fail to participate in class, they can expect to receive 
no better than 130 of 200 points. You can also expect to be downgraded in this area for more 
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than two absences. Two absences or less will result in a 100 out of 100 points for attendance. 
Attendance is recorded daily and the student is awarded a daily score from (0-Slept in class/did 
not attend, 1-Failed to participate/refused to answer question when called upon or late to class, 2-
participated when called upon, 3-active, voluntary participation). The participation portion of the 
grade will be calculated using an instructor-derived formula based on your daily participation 
score total. 
 
Daily Questions (DQ) 100 points - To encourage daily preparation and to reward those who do 
prepare, students will answer 1-3 daily question(s) during each of the classes. Each question will 
be worth 5 points. A total of 20 questions will count toward your overall grade, although it is 
probable that more than 20 questions may be given during the semester. However, your 
maximum score for this area cannot exceed 100 points. When answering your daily question, you 
may use any study notes that you made prior to class. Daily lesson slides that you bring to class 
do constitute notes. Photocopies of another’s notes do not constitute note preparation on your 
part. You may not use your textbook for the daily questions. If you miss a DQ(s), you will simply 
miss the question(s) for that day. 
 
Midterm Examinations (300 points total) – The midterm tests the daily reading and classroom 
discussion with 50 objective (multiple choice/fill-in-the-blank) questions at 6 points each.  The 
examination is designed to evaluate a student’s knowledge of the subject area. As an added 
incentive, each student may prepare one 8”x11” piece of paper as a note page for assitance on the 
midterm.   
 
Final Exam (300 points) 
The final exam will consist of 50 multiple-choice questions worth 6 points a piece and it will be 
comprehensive.  Your work throughout the course should prepare you well for the final.  As an 
added incentive, each student may prepare one 8”x11” piece of paper as a note page for 
assistance on the final.  I have incorporated this policy as it helps students prepare for class and 
has been demonstrated to be very effective in the retention of course material (generation effect); 
a primary goal of this instructor 

 
American Influence on the World (100 points-10%) 
 
This paper (typed) will be due at the start of class.  This paper requires the student to choose 
one of the singular greatest impact/events in world history. Explain what the event is and why 
you view it as monumental in nature. You must support your opinion with solid reasoning and 
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factual data, as appropriate.  Due to time constraints, this paper may not be resubmitted for an 
additional grade, so be very conscientious and concise. The paper will be a maximum of two 
pages, with 1-inch margins.   Furthermore, the typewritten paper should be in Times New 
Roman font, size 12. The paper must include a title page, reference page, and any appendices 
deemed appropriate.   
 

Course Grading Summary Points % Score Total 

CAP Points 200 20                           

DQ 100 10                           

Midterm Exam 300 20                           

Comparison Paper 100 20                           

Final Examination 300 30                           

               

Total  1000 100                           

 
THE GRADE GUIDELINES FOR WORLD HISTORY  

 Since scores on papers and examinations reflect the student's ability, instructor's grading 
tendencies, and the difficulty of the test, a contract grade schedule for this course would be 
inappropriate. Therefore, this course will not use a rigid contract for converting percentages to 
letter grades. However, the course will use the following guidelines to assign points on essays and 
projects. Although final grade cuts may be associated with lower percentages, these guidelines 
represent guaranteed grades for achieving these percentage levels.  
For example: 
 
A 94-100    B+ 87 – 89.99 C+ 78 – 81.99 D+ 67 – 70.99 
A- 90-93.99 B 84 – 86.99 C 74 – 77.99  D 64 – 66.99 
      B- 82 – 83.99 C- 71 – 73.99  F Below 64   
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Course Schedule 
 
Week 1   Encompassing the Globe (1500-1750)  
Day     Date  Topic                  Pages   
Monday   Jun 22    Maritime/European Transformations     386-443 
Tuesday    Jun 23      Diversity of American Colonial Societies  444-469 
Wednesday Jun 24     Atlantic System and Africa       479-497 
Thursday Jun 25     Europe, China, and East Asia          498-545 
Friday  Jun 26    TA Discussion/Review 
 
Week 2  Revolutions Change the World  (1750-1870) 
Day     Date  Topic                  Pages  
Monday   Jun 29    Early Industrial Revolution            548-573  
Tuesday  Jun 30   Atlantic World Change           574-599  
Wednesday Jul 1   Empires and Imperialism           600-623 
Thursday Jul 2  Nation Building, Economics in Americas  624-653 
Friday  Jul 3  Midterm Examination 
 
Week 3 Global Diversity and Dominance  (1750-1945) 
Day     Date  Topic                   Pages  
Monday   Jul 6    Imperialism Around the World        654-683  
Tuesday     Jul 7  New Balance of Power            684-711 
Wednesday Jul 8   Crises of the Imperial Order           712-735 
Thursday Jul 9     Revolutions in Living             736-761 

Major Events Paper due 
Friday  Jul 10  Week 3 Review-TA Discussion       762-789 
       
Week 4  Perils and Promises of a Global Economy (1945-Present)  
Day      Date  Topic                   Pages 
Monday   Jul 13      Collapse of the Old Order              762-789 
Tuesday     Jul 14   Cold War and Decolonization           790-817 
Wednesday Jul 15   Post-Cold War Economics and Immigration  818-847 
Thursday Jul 16      Millennium Challenges            848-871 
Friday  Jul 17  Final Examination 


