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Hankuk University of Foreign Studies
2022 Summer Session

ECON 331 Economic Growth in A Historical Perspective

Course Outline

Course Code: ECON 331

Instructor: George Sarraf

Home Institution: University of California, Irvine
Office Hours: By appointment

Email: gsarraf@uci.edu

Credit: 4

Class Hours:

This course will have 52 class hours, including 32 lecture hours, professor 8 office hours, 8-hour
TA discussion sessions, 4-hour review sessions.

Course Description:

This course attempts to provide economic explanations for why some countries have been able to
become rich, while others remain poor. The course will lay the foundations and introduce the latest
theoretical tools, data, and insights attempting to explaining growth. The course will draw on real

life experience from the past as well as modern time.

Required Textbooks:
Textbook: David N. Weil, Economic Growth, 3rd ed., Routledge. ISBN: 978-0321795731.

Lectures:
Lectures are designed to clearly explain the concepts covered in the handouts and how they apply

to real world situations. Lectures will be asynchronous and pre-recorded and posted online (LMS)



.0. o *l’ —' Seoul Campus 02450 MESEA| SUET 0122 107 tel 02.2173.2093 fax 02.960.7898
ﬁ_‘_lioi [-“ = “ 107, Imun-ro, Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul, 02450, Korea

: z, o Global Campus 17035 Z7|% 82IA| #2172 D&Y QIR 81 tel 031.330.4114 fax 031.333.1708
Hankuk UNiversiTY oF FOREIGN STUDIES 81, Dedae-ro, Mohyeon-myeon, Cheoin-gu, Yongin-si, Gyeonggi-do, 17035, Korea

or emailed to the class. Outlines of the lecture notes will be made available to students online or

via emails.

Homework:
Homework assignments will be posted online or emailed to students. Homework assignments are

meant to help you prepare (along with other materials) for the exams.

Exams:
There will be one midterm, and a final. Exams will be open book. Students can also use their own
notes to answer the exam questions. Practice exam questions will be posted online or emailed to

students.

Activities:
There will be some activities to substitute for attending lectures. Short videos explaining important
concepts covered in the class, will be posted online. Students to leave brief comments after

watching those videos.

Grading Breakdown:
Homework: 20%
Activities: 20%
Midterm: 30%
Final: 30%

Grading System (1 ~ 100)
The final score with be scaled and the scaled score with be used to assign a Course grade.

A+:95-100 A:94-90

B+:89-85 B:84-80
C+:79-75 C:74-70
D +:69 - 65 D:64-60
F : Fail
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Course Schedule:

Week Topic Chapters
Week 1 e Syllabus and introduction
e Facts of economic growth Ch.1
e Thinking about growth Ch. 2
e Physical capital Ch.3
Week 2 e Population and economic growth Ch. 4
e Human capital Ch.6
e Productivity Ch.7
¢ Role of technology in growth Ch. 8
Week 3 Midterm Exam Chs: 2-4,6,7 &8
e Efficiency Ch. 10
e Growth in the open economy Ch.11
e Government role in growth Ch. 12
[
Week 4 e Income inequality Ch. 13
e Culture and economic growth Ch. 14
e Growth and the environment Ch. 16
Final Exam Chs: 10-14 & 16




